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cussions of closing many of
the stations before the Summer
offensive.
Within hours of the Viet
. Cong's turning himself in to
...the government authorities,
. news of his actions had become
common knowledge among
_ most of the Allied authorities
in the area. Surely the Viet
Cong, whose intelligence ap-
paratus is woven throughout
the South Vietnamese govern- |
ment's  _establishment, were |
aware that ohe of their mem- !
Jbers had defected.

Within__a_week after the_

Saigon newspapers had re-:
. ported the event, nothing else

was heard of the affair.

A~ Vietnamese officer who

was knowledgeable of the re-
" pressed over the lack of ex-
ploitation” by the’ Vietnamese
“and Amefican propaganda

practitioners.
“" During the Spring the mo-

~THlé of the Viethamese people
—eEpd T American — sdvisors  was
Frard 1 itrgly de-

ces of patriotism

Rt Ty Jye— Ll -
g9 unrecognized, g T ‘

1ot ‘ - eyes of the world were

-on fhe Viet Nam crisis.

¢t of this returnee was

evidence that Viet Cong
{arity was not foolproof
. and that many nationalists had
been impressed into the Viet
Cong's service through terror-
_ ist threats, _ .
... Sadly, publicity of the affair
by  South Vietnamese radio !
facilities was practically nil.
_. ‘The time tg drop millions of
"Meallels  exploiing  the fe-
turnee’s” act wasg immediately
after the cache of arms had °
been retrieved hy the Allies.
- "When  the leaflels  were
““dropped they  should " Have

“Jwaiting for ¢ “been delivéred "hat only to
Tk Tn and return to  Hanei, bué ihroughout the
alist caiise, As a

T 4 1-

' problems with -
5 ifs lack of ag-
e Vietnamese

i ¥antier of fact, there were dis- =

‘cache was_uncovered and the .

" {urnee’s act was déeply de-

'

_areas under Communist €OR~ | ypan Radio Saigon.

e Allied propaganda effort in Viet
F T T T

trol  and influence in the .
south,

Instead, what followed was
a formal tecognition of the
event more than a month later
in the Montagnard capital of
Ban Ma Thu~t, R :

The event: was gld, news
since it lost its impact. in tha
swiftly moving tide of the
Vietnamese conflict, ,

Lack of speed in exploiting

-the affair also gave the Viet .

Cong time to ereate a tale
claiming that the discovery of
the cache was false and an
imperialistic hoax.

Despite the billiong of dollars

of aid which the United States
gives to South Viet Nam, the
propaganda war being waged
by the Allies is considerably

" inferior to that of the Viet

Cong. .
All one has to do is turn on

‘a radio set in South Viet Nam. ~

Turning the dial from one end

of the band to the other with a -

Vietnamese standing by, any
American will quickly get his
answer: “Viet Cong, V.C, V.C,
Saigon, V.C., Viet Cong,” states

. the Vietnamese excitedly.

Fvery other slation turns
out to be Communist, or North -
Vietnamese, or a tirade of anti=
American propaganda from
Sihanauk in Cambodia.

Many of the programs ema-
nating from Hanoi incliide
classical and popular music
fropt  the West,
France; which are often far su--,

erior to the programs from
,gaigon.’-‘ R

Too

‘air coverage Yo the larger
towns. and theit immediate en-

~ virons.~They do not have the

power to réach the distant ham-

lets and villages controlled by

the Viet Cong: . '
Radio Hanoi is clearer in the !
southern central highlands
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especially -

thany™of South Viet [
. Nam’s radio stations limit their £

Officials from Saigon and
Washington who tour the prov-
inces’ are shown imbpressive
information centers, These are
fine. But the only way the
government ¢an reach the
peasants in Viet Cong country
is through leaflet droppings
and radio. :

One step taken by the U.S.
AID mission, USOM, in this
direction, is the sale of fran-
sistorized radios to the Viet-
namese public at minimum:
cost, even by Vietnamese
standards. However, how many |
radios are’ getting into those;

——+ngreas controlled and influenced |
4 by the Viet Cong? There is

“where they are needed. !

What good are radios to the,
nationalist cause if yrost of the |
programs ‘ere Viet Cong-~:
inspired and controlled by
Peking and Hanoi? -

. NEXT -~ Money-ladened )
G.L's replace the French and |
get all the attention—as well |
as provoking resentment,




